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Municipal waste management and COVID-19

The cument pandemic of the novel coronavirus, COVID-19, raises gquestions and brings challenges regarding municipal waste
management practices and procedures (ssfety and health measures for employees, waste trestment requirements, geners|

procedures due to coronavirus for waste sector).

o reply to reguests from its members, ACR+ is collecting dats on the different systems and selutions implemented aooss Eurcpe to
manage municipal waste in the cumrent situstion. The sim is to gether and exchange practices, being sware that situsticns are

diverse and dependent on the national and local constraints as well 85 means available.

The information on national and local practices below is published as we receive it, with the addition of the necessary sources and
small edition when needed. Note that the franslation are made by our team and is not under the responsibility of the issuing
sutherity or organisation. In addition, a graphic is provided to summarize the trends ocbserved amongst these practices during
March.

Should you want to contribute, please send an email to Paclo Marenge (p




Summary of observed trends (March 2020

GENERAL ADAPTATIONS TO

MUNICIPAL WASTE SYSTEM SORTING RULES AT HOME

WASTE COLLECTION WASTE TREATMENT

Civic amenity sites,
reuse/repair centres

éé

Closure or service

Masks, gloves, tissues and
disposable cloths collected with
mixed waste (in some cases
tissues and handkerchiefs were

Frequency collection modulated
according to specific needs (staff
shortages, health & safety

measures reducing efficiency, mixed

Derogation to the mandatory
preliminary mixed waste
treatment before its disposal may
be needed (either by way of

before collected with bio-waste) waste and biowaste prioritization) incineration or controlled landfill)

reduction A

On-demand services

[; (bulky, garden,...)

Interrupted or

. . reduced
A Household
. D] waste

Street and

‘: *. containers cleaning
o . Specific instructions
-
and procedures

o "

I
¥ ]
Staff
(e °
PPE and other safety
& health measures

Fringe benefits (e.g.
children services)

‘ Relations with

‘ citizens

Communication
actions, offices
closed, available by
email/phone

This graphic does not include recommendations or an exhaustive list but a reflection in

. III Households

with COVID-19
positive people
or with people
in mandatory
quarantine

Other
households

A (HHs)
A

terms of trends of what has been observed in the practices shared with ACR+

Icons made by Flat Icons and Smashicons from www.flaticon.com

ﬁ Mixed waste

Bin with pedal, 2 or
more sealed bags,
recyclables and
biowaste with mixed
waste

Recyclables,
bio-waste

No source separation,
households might be
asked to keep at home
for a certain amount
of time WEEE,
batteries, and other
hazardous waste

I I l Residual waste

Business as usual or 2 or
more sealed bags

l Recyclables,
. bio-waste
Business as usual, in
case of temporary
interruption of the
service, households are
invited to store at
home dry recyclables

www.acrplus.org/municipal-waste-management-covid-19

Possibility of ad
hoc services,

A keeping their
o waste separated
- from the
| ) i municipal stream
In some g (specific
< Cases, el containers)
72 hours to g
wait before s
w
disggtszl Frequency of
collection may
need to be
increased

=
esidual waste
o

Frequency of collection
may need to be increased

Treatment plant must rely as
much as possible on automated
systems

Review of storage permits may be
needed (to safely treat waste
without infectious load)

% Mixed waste

Incineration prioritised;
MBTSs continue with
business as usual when
they are highly
automated (minimum
involvement of
operators), or controlled
landfill

1 Residual waste

Business as usual,
prioritising automated
systems or preliminary

storage

During this period, the reporting for recycling targets might be modified
according to the increase of mixed waste

Recyclables, bio-waste

Business as usual, even if
the frequency of

collection may need to
< X be reduced

ﬂ Recyclables, bio-waste
I

gri Business as usual,
prioritizing automated
systems or preliminary
storage

©ACR+ March 2020


https://www.flaticon.com/authors/flat-icons
https://www.flaticon.com/authors/smashicons
https://www.flaticon.com/
http://www.acrplus.org/municipal-waste-management-covid-19

Decision-making processes

Centralized vs decentralized Timeline

National
guidelines on
National level Health & Safety
measures

‘ Local

adaptations

(frequencies of
ollection, operative
measures)

Top
down

Bottom
up

Decentralized
public
authorities

National decrees

Local communities

.- 2. (including municipal
(citizens, waste operators, E waste management

among essential
services in lockdown)

civil society organizations)

Exchange of practices and knowledge play a key role to support such dynamic processes

Icons made by Flat Icons, Surang and Smashicons from www.flaticon.com



https://www.flaticon.com/authors/flat-icons
https://www.flaticon.com/authors/smashicons
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Recycling and (composting) routes

O\

Staff shortages,
Health and safety
issues, ...

¢ Collection &
Communication
‘ (prevention)

Transfer station
might be closed

Local
authority

\2

Recycling Overload storing capacity
unit sanitary, environmental
and fire risks

Staff shortages,
Health and safety
issues, ...

Icons made by Flat Icons, vectors marke, and Smashicons from www.flaticon.com

A\

Staff shortages,
Health and safety
issues, ...

Costs coverage,
% A EPR scheme

u+|w

Dynamic processes:
challenging to have accurate
figures and come up with a

consistent picture

Lessons to learn
(contingency plans)



https://www.flaticon.com/authors/flat-icons
https://www.flaticon.com/authors/vectors-market
https://www.flaticon.com/authors/smashicons
https://www.flaticon.com/

ow to reply to these chall

.. “ CONTARINA I#dislantimaunili
%°e® SPA —

VADEMECUM [ -

CORONAVIRUS: come gestire i rifiuti domestici per

e : - . Communication and # L
.2 . . . o le persone positive al tampone o in quarantena obbligatoria multimedia ) |
Separacio en origen i recollida selectiva _ NP
- E sospesa la raccolta differenziata: per il Getta negli stessi sacchetti anche fazzoletti,
dels residus 1 periodo di quarantena tutti i rifiuti (anche i 2 S carta, mascherine, guanti, teli
riciclabili come: plastica, vetro, carta, umido, monouso e altri presidi sanitari.

lattine, ecc.) devono essere raccolti in
sacchetti e conferiti nel contenitore del secco

2
Practicar la prevencié i el consum responsable per tal de non riciclabile in dotazione. =
= - Municipal Solid Waste ) . )
minimitziar la generﬂcio de residus. 3 E indispensabile che i sacchetti non siano 4 Ricorda che per il secco non riciclabile puoi o " Shder Anveaiéas bixauss b uapacted 16 hawe L0 197
bucati e che non si strappino: per questo usare gualsiasi tipo di sacchetto, purché sia
motivo utilizza sacchetti resistenti ed trasparente. Inoltre, in caso di necessita, puoi % T
eventualmente anche pil di un sacchetto (uno ritirare un maggior numero di sacchetti, oltre 0 £
dentro I'altre), mettendoli giornalmente nel lo standard ordinario e senza costi aggiuntivi, « > @
P contenitore del secco non riciclabile. attraverso gli appositi distributori automatici. 2 L4 . N N
Maximitzar la separacié en origen i recollida selectiva de
les diferents fraccions i dlpositur-les on correspongui 5 Se abiti a Treviso e usi i servizi EcoBus ed 6 1 sacchetti devono essere ben chiusi, tramite [« I
EcoStop, per ogni conferimento utilizza solo un laccetti o nastro adesivo. Attenzione! Evita
Segcl’ls el model de reco“idd e‘tablen al teu muni‘ipio sacchetto con transponder. Metti i rifiuti dentro di schiacciare e comprimere i sacchetti e di
altri sacchetti (come indicato al punto 3) e poi toccarli a mani nude: ricordati di usare sempre
inseriscili dentro al sacchetto specifico con il dei guanti menouso.
transponder.
7 Non gettare nel contenitore del secco non 8 Quando & pieno, esponi il tuo contenitore
3 riciclabile rifiuti pericolosi, come: batterie, del secco non riciclabile nel solito
=y o vernici o solventi, la cui raccolta svolta punto di esposizione, nei giorni indicati
allFeaCentra & temnaraneamente snsnasa nellFeaCalendaria Ti cansialiama di

o USING CIVIC Coronavirus
AMENITY SITES COVID-19

""" Civic Amenity Sites are a key component of household
waste management in Ireland.

W menarienion [t #ARCCOVID19 #coronavirus #COVID19

©cCatalan Waste Agency
Customers are encouraged to use Civic Amenity Sites in accordance

with HSE guidelines on social distancing. Customers should only use
Civic Amenity Sites for essential requirements at this time to ensure
that the sites can remain open and functioning effectively.

©www.mywaste.ie mULU)OSte.ie




And after?
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