


Outline of presentation

• waste and Covid19-safety: scientific 
background 

• adaptation and safety at recycling sites and 
composting sites 

• a mid-term vision: critical assessment of 
measures being considered/adopted by EC 
and various MSs







A first round of conclusions

• Composting a safe route
– The process is ordinarily required to ensure

sanitisation (pasteurisation + non thermal effects) 
– Compost sites traditionally accustomed to tackling

biohazards
– (Used to deal with virus-affected animal carcasses

after viral outbreaks) 

• Packaging waste safe to be handled after
temporary storage
– What may be a “safe” storage time?

• Biological stabilisation a suitable solution for
residual waste, too



A mid-term vision
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The EC initiative (“non paper”)

• Aimed at providing guidance to Member States for adaptation in the 
transitional situation

• Keeps separate collection as a fundamental service for both 
ordinary households and – in general - Covid19-positive people 

– Derogations may be adopted by Member States 

• No particular requirement for composting 

• Treatment of residuals: “(…) incinerated in incineration or co-
incineration facilities or safely disposed of in controlled landfills” 

– Does not highlight the potential role of biological stabilisation 

– “safely pretreated and disposed of in controlled landfills”

• Requires temporary storage for reprocessing sites (9 days) 



Last round of conclusions

• EC guidelines sufficiently solid and backed by 
science 
– Temporary storages may be revised 

– Management of residual waste may be fine-
tuned 

• Alignment of guidelines with EU roadmap on 
Circular Economy 
– Also transitional adaptation may be aligned 

• The long term vision is beyond discussion 



Be Safe, Stay Home, and #AndràTuttoBene


