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Outline of presentation

« waste and Covid19-safety: scientific
background

- adaptation and safety at recycling sites
and composting sites

 Why single use isn’t safer — rather, the
contrary — and the rationale to keep a
mid/long-term commitment to reduce

* a mid-term vision: critical assessment of
measures being considered/adopted
globally and in Europe
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Inactivation of the coronavirus that induces severe acute
respiratory syndrome, SARS-CoV.

Darnell et al. 2004. Journal of Virological Methods 121:85-91
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A first round of conclusions

« Composting a safe route

— The process is ordinarily required to ensure
sanitisation (pasteurisation + non thermal effects)

— Compost sites traditionally accustomed to tackling
biohazards

— (Used to deal with virus-affected animal carcasses
after viral outbreaks)

 Packaging waste safe to be handled after
temporary storage

+ Biological stabilisation a suitable solution for
residual waste, too
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Timelines, transitions
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European
Commission

Waste management in the context of the

coronavirus crisis

14 April 2020
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In this unprecedented crisis, we are working with the Member
States and waste operators across the EU to address the
challenge of ensuring a high level of protection of hurman health
and the environment. Proper waste management is part of the
essential services underpinning the well-being of our citizens
delivered by numerous companies dealing with waste and
keeping the circular economy going.

Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevicius

rn—

STE

HENFUROPE



The EC guidelines

« Aimed at providing guidance to Member States for
adaptation in the transitional situation

« Keeps separate collection as a fundamental service
for both ordinary households and — in general -
Covid19-positive people
— Derogations may be adopted by Member States

* No particular requirement for composting

* Requires temporary storage for sorting/recycling sites
(3 days should suffice)
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Industry should not exploit COVID-19 to
push more plastic pollution

by Perry Wheeler
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| really did not appreciate people

writing to me and using the need

for personal protective equipment

as a reason not to have a ban on There’s really
single-use plastics. no relationship!




Last round of conclusions

« EC guidelines sufficiently solid and backed
by science

— No deviation from key role of
recycling/composting
* Alignment of guidelines with long-term

roadmap on Circular Economy and UN
SDGs

* Plastic reduction strategies fully confirmed

* The long term vision is beyond any
discussion
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