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Where did plastic waste from the EU go to?



What are the impacts?

• Dumping of residual & non-

recylable waste

• Open burning, crude 

incinerators, cement kiln

• Pollution of soil, water, air 

• Threatened public/workers 

health & safety

• Shifting burden of  clean-up



The Toxic Effects

https://www.greenpeace.org/malaysia/publication/3349/the-recycling-myth-2-0/

https://www.greenpeace.to/greenpeace/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/GRL-AR-2019-05.pdf 



Repatriation of waste 

https://www.euronews.com/2020/01/20/malaysia-returns-waste-to-europe-

says-it-won-t-be-rubbish-dump-of-the-world 

Out of the 150 containers returned:

• 43 to France, 

• 42 to the United Kingdom,

• 17 to the United States, 

• 11 to Canada, 

• 10 to Spain 

• the rest to Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, Portugal, China, Bangladesh, 

Sri Lanka and Lithuania

Department of Environment Malaysia reported that as of June 2020, waste 

containers were returned to Belgium (7), Germany (2), Poland (1).



Emerging issue - paper recycling plants with 

incinerators (mostly imported waste)



Illegal e-waste trade & impact  



What do we want?

• Ban the export of plastic waste outside of the EU.

• Take responsibility to recycle domestically, and prioritise 

source reduction.

• Robust monitoring and enforcement measures to tackle 

illegal waste trade.

Q:  Is circular economy or recycling the answer to the plastic 

waste crisis?


