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The Top Line Findings:
Worldwide, sales of beverages in refillables are falling, but not sharply. At the same time though, 

sales in single use containers have escalated rapidly, causing the market share for refillables to fall.



Deposit Return Programs



Determining how many DRS programs will be introduced in 
Europe

6 more countries have either 
signed laws or announced 
intention to begin a DRS 
program in 2023

• The Slovak Republic
• Austria
• Turkey
• The United Kingdom
• Greece
• Republic of Ireland

Currently, there are 9 European 
Countries with active DRS 
programs.

• Croatia
• Denmark
• Estonia
• Finland
• Germany
• Lithuania
• The Netherlands
• Norway
• Sweden

4 Countries have currently 
signed into law initiating 
DRS programs by 2022. 

• Romania
• Portugal
• Latvia
• Malta

France has not 
announced adoption 
of DRS, but has 
signalled intention to 
do so by 2025



In modern deposit systems, collection infrastructure is the same for one way and refillable containers.
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One way and refillables?

Collection infrastructure and other DRS functionalities are easily integrated

(like in Estonia, Lithuania, Finland, Denmark, Sweden)

Advantages of the approach:
• Lower costs (as same automated or manual collection infrastructure is used)

• User friendly for the consumers (single point of return)
• Possible CO2 emissions decrease in logistics (rural area 

combined collection)
• Easier for retailers

Anna Larsson Q4 2020



Anna Larsson Q4 2020





•

•

Anna Larsson Q4 2020


