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A “bridge” strategy for residuals

Managing resources and residual waste 
in the era of Circular Economy 

(and decarbonization)



A Changing Climate for incineration
• Amounts of residual waste dwindling 
• EC Communication of January 2017, Tema

Nord 2019
– Expose the lock-in 
– Call for defunding incineration 

• Regional funds, JTF, EU Taxonomy, Recovery 
Funds

• C footprint of E production lower and lower 
– Incineration an outlayer towards decarbonisation

•  #ageofdecommissioning



A wasteful circular economy?

• Percentages tell only part of the truth
• Residuals below 100kgs in thousands Municipalities, below 50 kgs/person in many
• Slovenia from laggard to frontrunner
• Need to put emphasis on reduction too



C intensity (g CO2-eq/kWh) of incineration (gross/net, 
orange/yellow lines) and E mix (blue line) 





• Survey on enforcement of the 
obligation on pretreatment 
stipulated by Dir 99/31

• Seek alignment between the CE 
agenda and management of
residuals

• Define suitable operatonal
approaches that
– Ensure compliance
– Keep the system flexible
– «meeting the obligations of today, 

with no prejudice for the ambition
of tomorrow»





Basic operational lay-out



A few remarks

• Recovery of materials already diffused at many 
residual waste sites 
– From easiest/least recovery (typically, metals) to more ambitious 

ones (metals, plastics, paper) 
– Drainage of organics through sep collection discloses 

opportunities 

• Recovery rates % not fundamental
– we prioritise separate collection...

• We minimise tonnages and impacts! 
– System kept flexible, hence allows minimisation of residuals
– Waste to landfills is stabilised, while fossil GHGs not released!



The landfill cap, working against CE?

• Triggering a distorted approach to mid‐ and long‐
term planning 

• Used for the (misleading) calculation “100‐65‐10” 
in local plans

• Should be redefined to align with the CE 
agenda/vision

•From “in any given year” to “relative to a baseline” 
• kgs/person

• EP vote on CEAP, Feb 2021!
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