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Beside the visible pollution, the invisible toxic pollution and 
social injustice of plastic also can be seen in all life cycle of 
plastics. 
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Source: IPEN, https://ipen.org/

Multi-level & multi-facets 
waste colonialism



Top five destination countries (in euro) of EU ferrous metals, glass, 
plastic waste, non-ferrous metals, paper & cardboard and textiles 
waste in 2019

Source: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-new-regulation-waste-shipments_en



EU plastic waste export 2021 (HS 3915)
• Plastic Waste Trade Exports to Non-OECD countries 

initially declined as new Basel Plastic Amendment 
restrictions began on January 1, 2021, but have 
been steadily increasing.

• E.U. is shifting plastic waste exports between 
Turkey and Non-OECD countries as Turkey’s ban is 
relaxed:
• Turkey: Increase in E.U. exports to Turkey from 

4.5 million kg/month in June 2021 to 10.6 
million kg/month in August 2021.

• Non-OECD Countries: Decrease in E.U. exports 
to Non-OECD countries from 45.1 million 
kg/month in June 2021 to 40.9 million 
kg/month in August 2021. Source: BAN, Dec 2021. https://www.ban.org/plastic-

waste-project-hub/trade-data/eu-export-data



• Netherlands:
• Dramatically increased plastic waste exports to Non-

OECD countries in 2021, from an average of 8.3 million 
kg/month in 2020 to 19.6 million kg/month in August 
2021.

• High volume of plastic waste exports to Malaysia (3.8 
million kg/month), Indonesia (7.1 million kg/month) 
and to Vietnam (5.5 million kg/month) in August 2021.

• Germany:
• Increased plastic waste exports to Malaysia from 2.6 

million kg/month in January 2021 to 4.6 million 
kg/month in August 2021.

• Decreased plastic waste exports to Turkey from 7.9 
million kg/month in May 2021 to 1.2 million kg/month 
in June 2021. This increased to 3.4 million kg/month in 
August 2021 as Turkey’s ban was relaxed.



EU plastic waste and paper wastes export 2020-2021  

Charts provided by Jan Dell/BAN, https://www.ban.org/plastic-waste-project-hub/trade-data/eu-export-data



EU plastic waste export 2020-2021 (HS 3915)
Charts provided by Jan Dell/BAN



EU paper waste 
export 2020-
2021 (HS 4707)
Top destination 
countries:
• India
• Indonesia
• Vietnam
• Thailand
• Turkey
• Malaysia
• China

Charts provided by Jan Dell/BAN
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Recommendations
1. Comply and implement Basel new rules on 

plastic waste trade
2. Trade with certified companies (exporter as well 

as importers)
3. Take back the problematic shipments 

(Germany-Turkey case)
4. Increase recycling capacity in the EU countries 

or the Central Europe
5. Improve control of wastes trades, improve ports 

inspection, enforce law
6. Reduce single-use plastics, make redesign 

packaging mandatory
7. New plastic/petrochemical manufacturers 

included in negative investment list
8. Include plastic and petrochem in climate 

mitigation and adaptation – toxic carbon
9. Eliminate the toxic impact of chemicals in every 

phase of plastics life cycle – production, use 
and disposal.

Thank you for doing your 
bits to end plastic 

pollutions! 


