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Trade 



Its impact

• Environmental Impacts
• Land and water quality degradation
• Air pollution
• Loss of biodiversity and ecological health
• Climate change

• Economic Impacts
• Cost to the global economy
• Clean-up costs
• Loss of livelihoods
• Corruption, tax fraud and money laundering 
• Displa cement of domestic recycling efforts 

• Social and heal th impacts 
• Exposure to toxic chemicals 
• Food chain contamination
• Anti biotic resistance
• Worsening of natural disasters
• Maritime safety 

Acts as a means for high -income, high -
consuming countries to continue to produce 
and dispose of high levels of plastic without 
having to take responsibility or directly face 
the consequences of their unchecked 
consumption, taking advantage of the fact 
that repercussions are felt elsewhere . 

Third countries that have yet to put in place 
waste import bans or restrictions are not 
primarily a result of the value of waste but a 
consequence of major exporting countries 
taking advantage of receiving countries’ 
current environmental laws and labour rights, 
further exacerbating global socio -economic 
inequality brought about by colonialism and 
current hegemonies



The European Plastic 
Waste Trade 

Source: Environmental Investigation Agency, the Truth behind Trash report 



The European Plastic 
Waste Trade 

Source: Basel Action Network



Illicit Waste Trafficking



Illicit Waste Trafficking

Lack of 
transparency 

Nature of 
smuggling 
methods

Lack of 
operational 
legislative 
framework

Annual illicit EU 
waste market 
between €4 -15 

billion, forecast 
to continue 
increasing



Solutions? 

Reduction, reduction, reduction…of overconsumption

When is comes to treatment (aka disposal and recovery, including recycling) the emergency stemming 
from the plastic waste crisis requires considerable effort across the whole value chain and a 
comprehensive package of measures on plastic and plastic waste, with emphasis on upstream solutions.

The Waste Shipment Regulation is a vital part of that package. In order to achieve a circular economy for 
plastics, the Waste Shipment Regulation will require several important revisions to address plastic waste 
shipments destined to non -EU countries and Member States



The Basel Convention

• The Basel Convention was negotiated in the late 
1980s as a result of the industrialised world 
“seek[ing ] cheap disposal options for hazardous 
wastes in Eastern Europe and the developing world, 
where environmental awareness was much less 
developed and regulations and enforcement 
mechanisms were lacking”

• In May 2019, the Conference of the Parties to the 
Basel Convention sought to specifically address the 
issues stemming from the trade in plastic waste 
and thereby adopted decision BC -14/12 - also 
known as the Plastic Waste Amendments  - in 
addition to the adoption of decision BC -14/13, on 
further actions to address plastic waste under the 
Basel Convention.



The review of the Waste 
Shipment Regulation

Top 5 Recommendations for the Waste Shipment Regulation Review 

 Ban on [plastic] waste exports outside of the European Union

 At a minimum, fully implement the Basel Convention within the EU 
with the aim of ensuring Prior Informed Consent notifications for all 
waste 

 Establish a clear distinction between mechanical recycling and any 
other kind of recovery for treatment operations 

 Set a European-wide threshold for waste contamination of 0.5% 

 Ensure publicly accessible access to waste trade data 



To be mindful of loopholes

• Retaining European waste within the Union should not lead to 
increased landfill & incineration of material that should be 
recycled 

• The evidence base for the significant adoption of chemical 
recycling technologies is limited, lacking detail and remains 
unclear what role they might play 

• Should be mindful of the wide uptake of plastic alternatives, 
biodegradable agricultural plastics being an example of this 

• That reduction of plastic material should not result in material 
substitution, address single -use throwaway culture 

• Substantive reduction and mass scaling of reusables needed



Conclusions

When is comes to the recycling of [plastic] waste: 

• Provide an operational and adequate Waste Shipment 
Regulation review that will put an end to harmful waste 
trade loopholes, prioritise phasing out hard -to-recycle 
plastics and have the political appetite to be cognisant 
of NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) syndrome 

• Recycling forms an essential part of a circular economy, 
however priority should be given to the strict 
implementation of the waste hierarchy and a 
transparent & accountable intra -EU waste trading 
system

• Advocate for and implement harmonised, affordable 
and consistent recycling systems (including EPR and 
DRS) and be aware of the positives/ #WeChooseReuse
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